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STOC ON EAST WATER DISTRICT
6767 EA~ MAIN STREET P.O. BOX 5157 STOC~ON, CA 95205:0157 20~/948-0333

J~e 27, 1995

Bay Del~aAdvisozyCcmmisslon
1416 Ninth Strut, R~Q~II55
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Commissioners,

On behalf of the Stockton East Water District, I want to wish you
success on the difficult task you are now undertaking cn behalf of
California. CertzL~nly no problem faced by the state has Droven more
intractable than the water supply ~nd environmental conflicts in the San
Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquln Delta estuary.

As you be~in your work of crafting the long-term Bay-Delta solutioh,
ho~e you will keep in mind the unique situation of our District and
provide for ~u/table relief of ou~ dil~a in ~ ultimate declsions.

As you m~y k~ow, StUn East Water District (SEWD) has long
experienced a chronic and critical ovei~raft of the groundwater basin in
our service area. This ovazdraft has caused saline waters from the
Delta to .migrate inland. Left unchecked, the overdraft could cause
water levels to drop as much ~s 200 feet below ground in s~n~_ a~eas and
poorer quality water could migrate an additional two miles by the year
2020.

Over ~h~ y~r~, w~. haul. t~k~.n a n,~b~.r, n£ action~ ho mitiga~ this
problem, including treatment of surface waters from New Hogan Reservoir
t~ of£s~.t ~nd~m~.~ ~ppl ~ ~.~ in the. city of Stock, on.     More
importantly, w~ and Central San Joaquin Water Conservation Dis~rlct
(C~IWCD) ~qn~d w~t~.r m]pp]y contracts wi~h ~he Bureau of R~clamatlon in
1983 for 155,000 acre-feet of supplemental surface water supplies frc~
N~w Melones Reservoir.

!n 1988, acting upon notification fr~n the Bureau that the
available, we bonded for $65 million and built the necessary conveyance
facilities to accept delivery of our water supply.

However, ever Since completion of the Now M~lon~s W~tez Conveyance
Facilities in 1993, the ~areau has refused to deliver our contractual
wa~e= supply. Th~ ~J~cau �ontcmdu that the uuppIy is now unnv~Ll~ble,
due to £eallocatlons under the Central Valley Projec~ Imprcrc~0e~t Act
(Cg"P2A) and, more recently, =dcli~ion~l dedlc~ions to Delt~ ~r~ter
qualit~j~ standards under the December 1594 ~ay-Delta Accord.
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Stockton East Water District ~nd Central San Joaquin Water Conservation
Dis~rl~ ~ %/~. only f~eral wn~.er ~ntmactors to be completely d~ni~
a water supply due to CVPIA. Even in ~Is extraordinarily ~t year,
CSJWCD wall r~eiv~ 0nly ~ partial supply ~hil~ SEWD will rc~eiv~ no
water from New Melones.

These’actions have forced us to resort to litigation in oz~er to defend
o~r r£gh~s. ~ow~v~r, ~a~ would I~u~h prefer ~o ~=ttle our dlfforonc~s ou~
of court. We believe w~ have acted responsibly in investing in new
infrasr~ucrure ~o r~edy ~ long-s~anding water ~uppIy and quality
probl~m in our service area. We belleve w~ have been unfairly singled
out to bear ~he br%~%~ o~ new w~u ~unlity standards. Every day thn~
passes without resolution of this issue, our aquifer deteriorates.

Many interests have been critical of the Dec~nher Bay-Delta Accord
because those who paz~Iclpa~ed in it~ d~velopment did n~t comprise ~
full spectrum of the water cc~mmnity. We w~re exclude4, and w~ have
suffer~ Dy tha~ exclusion, x knuw ~,at paxt of ~ charge is %o
broaden the par~icipatlon in the long-term solution that California so
desperately needs. ~ address~g our sltua~iun ~.~ your delibeznt~ons, I

__ hope that y~u can develcp a solution that recognizes our local
~t~ent to remedying ~he critical groundwut~r uv~ira£L.

If you require any a~£ticnal InZormation regarding our situation, I
he happy to provide it for you. Thank you.

General Manawer
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